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Pests of the Native California Conifers
If you want to help support wild bird populations, you might want to rethink the bird feeder. Because of a vicious salmonellosis outbreak this winter, wildlife officials in multiple Western states ...

Adding these 13 plants, not bird feeders, could help save the birds
As I soak in the early summer wonders of fledgling birds, growing lizards and ripening berries, I also realize that it’s tough times too. Even with that wonderful rain last ...

Helping our natural world through the summer and fall
Adults feed on exudates of figs and fig tree sap and possibly in flowers of other plants. Edible fig (Ficus carica) is the only known larval host, and both figs and caprifigs are attacked. Female ...

New Pest on Figs
Most native bees are solitary insects that live alone ... tactics will also help minimize adverse effects on declining bee populations. The University of California’s IPM website at ...

Why attract native bees? | The Real Dirt
A lack of rain throughout California and other neighbouring states has meant ... He said one call tasked him with catching more than 60 snakes. Birds and insects have also been sighted coming further ...

Bears, insects and rattlesnakes invading populated parts of California because of drought
If you’re a gardener or just eager to learn and share your knowledge with other home gardeners, consider becoming a Marin Master Gardener.

Dig in the dirt, learn and teach others as a master gardener
Of course, they had on suits and veiled hats protecting them from the swarms as they extracted wooden frames filled with larvae or honey in the 99-degree heat and two of them began learning the basics ...

Inmates learn the art of beekeeping at Mendocino County jail
Jones, PhD, UCCE Forest Advisor, Mendocino, Lake, & Sonoma County. As someone who has studied forest health for a while, I have developed the rather unfortunate habi ...

Forest Health and the Effects of Drought
These tiny flowers feed insects — good insects ... keeping them around in good numbers. It’s a native that is widespread through much of California, except for the vast central valley, and is ...

Doreen Fogle: Gifts of the rich California landscape
Most sunflower seed sold for ornamental use in the United States produces pollenless flowers. | realestate.boston.com ...

Sunflowers: Why some of these tall beauties are not the bee’s knees
The February freeze had a high potential to negatively affect the purple martin breeding success. A browned landscape from the severe freeze did not bode well as a supporter of insect populations for ...

San Antonio gardens recovered quickly enough from freeze to support insects for purple martins and nectar plants for butterflies
APHIS has prepared an environmental assessment for permitting the release of the insect Ganaspis brasiliensis for the biological control of spotted-wing Drosophila ( Drosophila suzukii) in the ...

APHIS Publishes Environmental Assessment on Release of Ganaspis brasiliensis for the Biological Control of Spotted-Wing Drosophila
Agostino Petroni - Undark In 1981, Adam Tolmach planted a five-acre vineyard on land he had inherited from his grandfather in the wine-growing region of Ventura County, California, a few miles east ...

Disease-Resistant Grapes and the Future of Wine
It’s for the pollinators, the beneficial insects, the many species of birds ... I chose an interesting combination of native plants, hardy perennials and a mix of wildflowers.

In the Garden: Pollinator garden provides habitat for birds and insects – and beauty for humans
However, according to Dr. Karen Oberhauser of the University of Minnesota, who has studied aphids, monarchs, and milkweeds for decades, “Detergent treatments will kill any live insects on aphid ...

How to rid your plants of these garden pests while keeping monarch caterpillars safe
Elizabeth has worked as a freelance writer since 2010 covering gardening, sustainability, and permaculture. She has also written a number of books and e-books on gardens and gardening. Trap crops ...
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